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Uncle Willie and the Soup Kitchen (Grades 3-5)
Before

1. Pre-teach key vocab: 
· food bank

· soup kitchen
· holler

· run-down

· steaming

· citizens

2. Have students do a think-pair-share:

· What is something “important” you do in your life?  What makes it important? (may wish to record some of the volunteer work or caring/helping things students do on a chart.  If trouble getting discussion off the ground, model think aloud first)
· If you saw a homeless person on the street, what would you do?

3. Do a picture-walk; show students the pictures using the document camera and ask:

· Do you think this is an urban or a rural community?  How do you know?

During
Read Story aloud, pausing to ask one or more of the following questions where appropriate.  (Think-Pair-Share or popcorn strategy… think aloud also good.)
· Why does Uncle Willie think his job at the soup kitchen is important?
· Why do you think the narrator wants to go when they see “Can Man”?  (maybe uncomfortable, not sure how to act around homeless people)

· How do you think the narrator might be feeling on Monday morning?  Why?  (nervous, excited, curious… because he’s never been to a soup kitchen before, and isn’t sure how to act around homeless people – note the narrator “drags his feet” on the way)

· What might Mr. Anthony have for them? 
· What does Uncle Willie mean when he says “in hot water”?  Can you think of any other expressions people use that have both a literal and a figurative meaning?  (for the later junior grades… the grades 3s might want to just skip this one)

· Why does everything come “extra big” at the soup kitchen?

· Why does uncle Willie say “make yourself Uncomfortable”?  (he is making a joke; students could look at the picture and guess about whether the stools would be comfortable or not)

· Think about body language.  Why do you think he “stands stiffly” at the door? Why does Uncle Willie keep a hand on his shoulder?

· (Great for Grade 4 sound in science…) What are some of the sounds the narrator hears in the soup kitchen?  What are some sounds we hear in our classroom?  (could even do a VENN diagram to compare, if you really want to stretch this one…)

After
Have students think about and respond to the following question (you may want to point out the similarity between this and CASI/EQAO style open response questions, i.e. deconstruct the question first – see the grade 3 teachers for specifics on this lesson):

At the beginning of the story, the narrator felt a bit nervous (uncomfortable?) about interacting with homeless people.  How do you think he feels at the end of the story?  Use information from the text and your own ideas to explain your thinking.

(You may wish to copy this question onto chart paper first.)
